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June 15th 2010 - Local Participation & Global Confidence – Te Ao Whanui

I am impressed with the commitment to learning shown by the students in the Te Ao Whanui class. Various members of the class have been involved in one or more of the following activities over the past month and I have received many comments about their contribution, amazing attitudes, willingness to step up and their high levels of initiative and leadership. As much as I’m always delighted to hear such positive comments about these students, the credit must go to you, their whanau, for raising them with the values and attitudes consistently demonstrated during these events, and in class.
	Environmental Challenge
	Maea Christieson & Kate Manning

	Tree-planting – Karaponga Reserve
	Maea Christieson, Kate Manning, Adrian Swift, Arapeta Murray-Rimene, 

Dayle Hatfield, Sarah Hirini, Rachael Muggeridge, Jessica Portsmouth

	Telephone-conference with Jace Hobbs, our link with the Burmese refugee students (e-mail pals)
	Dannii Lee, Bailey West, Jessica Portsmouth & Heather Vercoe

	Video-conference panel at Awanuiarangi with students from Christ’s College, Christchurch & Jace Hobbs. The students are currently preparing a presentation for the rest of the class
	Adrian Swift, Arapeta Murray-Rimene, Samantha-Rae McVicker, Dannii Lee, Bailey West, Kaydee Dobson & Shelby Joseph

Staff at the whare wananga were very impressed by the maturity, courtesy and knowledge shown by students.

	Junior Model United Nations debate – Bay of Plenty competition on August 21st. Although the competition has not yet taken place students are already working on their presentations. Permission forms need to be signed by parents/caregivers & returned to me.
	Team 1: Bailey West, Tonisha Bennett, Arapeta Murray-Rimene, Adrian Swift

Team 2: Nick Baker, Marie McCoy, Jessica Portsmouth, Ross Eveleens

Team 3: Samantha-Rae McVicker, Kaydee Dobson, Dayle Hatfield, Rachael Muggeridge

	Primary Schools’ Learning Retreat – gifted & talented Year 5-8 students from 7 primary schools in the Eastern Bay of Plenty. This was held at Edgecumbe Primary on Monday 14th June and several of our students were involved in leadership and mentoring roles throughout the day. 
	Kaydee Dobson, Marie McCoy, Aimee Morrison, Sarah Hirini, Jessica Portsmouth, Shavaun Cox, Shelby Joseph, Heather Vercoe, Dayle Hatfield, Maea Christieson, Tonisha Bennett, Bailey West 

Once again, their praises were sung by all participating teachers and students.

	NCEA Level 1 – Achievement Standard 90219 – Social Action in relation to a Social Issue – 4 credits.
	Participation in activities such as those mentioned above, as well as marks achieved for assignments in class, have identified a number of students who are clearly ready and willing to attempt an Achievement Standard for Social Studies. The assessment will be completed during 2 x 1-hour class periods in Week 11 of this term.   

	Ongoing Local Inquiry – all students should be working on this. A class website is currently under development by students and describes what they are doing for their Inquiry – teaowehanui.weebly.com/
	All students – a presentation of their Inquiry will take place at the end of term 4 where each group’s efforts will be evaluated by themselves, their peers, the teacher and guests attending the presentation.


Opportunities

Video-conference: June 24th, 3.00-3.45pm at Te Whare Wananga o Awanuiarangi.  Students have been invited to participate in an international real time conference. This six nation video conference, called DeforestACTION, is on Deforestation and participants will be connecting LIVE to a rainforest in Borneo and hearing about student actions and collaborations from Singapore, Australia, Sri Lanka and the Philippines. As first time participants in this conference, Edgecumbe College students will participate as ‘listeners’ rather than commit to any action (they’re involved in a lot already). However, this will be a wonderful opportunity for interested students to hear first-hand about what others are doing.

Scholars’ Café: You may be aware that REAP has contracted my services from the school for 1 day/week, for this year only, to provide support to local secondary schools wanting to develop programmes for their gifted and talented students. One aim of the project is to bring academic high-flyers from the various secondary schools together to hear from speakers on topics such as; Scholarships, Exam strategies, Opportunities beyond School, etc. The invitation to participate will be extended to all Year 10-13 students who want to attempt Scholarship when they reach Year 12/13. These meetings will take place after school at Te Whare Wananga o Awanuiarangi. More information will be made available but I would like an idea of the number of students who would be able and willing to be involved in this initiative (probably twice/term).


BURMESE REFUGEES – ONLINE E-PALS

25th June 2010

Greetings

As you know, your child is involved in a Social Studies programme that applies the Inquiry-Action model of education where students not only learn about social issues but are also involved in making a contribution to helping out in some way. The Year 10 Social Studies Curriculum requires students to investigate social issues both nationally and internationally. Students have developed links with students attending school in the Pang Kham refugee camp near the Thai/Burma (Myanmar) border.

The link with the Burmese students was established through Liz Stevenson (CORE Education, NZ liz.stevenson@core-ed.net) and Jace Hobbs (an American ‘champion’ for these students http://champion.oneworldchildrensfund.org/JaceHobbs/PNDO.html ). Last term we sent brief profiles and a list of questions to which we have recently received responses which can be viewed in the Te Ao Whanui folder on the school I-drive. We can either continue to respond as a whole class or each Te Ao Whanui student could choose a penpal and respond directly (under my supervision). I would like written permission for your child to continue with this communication; either as part of the class or as an individual. Non-participation as a penpal will not negatively affect any aspect of achievement in class although it may reduce their opportunity to learn first-hand about another, very different, culture. Please return the permission form below to indicate your preference.

Apologies if it seems as though I’m asking for your permission all the time but it’s the outcome of your child being involved in a non-traditional programme and the legalities around education outside the classroom.












Anne Sturgess
( - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

RETURN TO MS STURGESS – Permission to participate

FOR ___________________________________ student’s name

I/we give permission for the above-named student to:

EITHER
communicate directly with a student from the Pang Kham refugee camp 

YES __

OR
communicate as part of a larger class group with the group of Pang Kham refugees
YES __
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OR
I DO NOT give permission for my child to be part of the e-mail-pal group

_______

Parent/caregiver’s signature 
________________________
Name: _________________________

Contact phone number
________________________

Any questions, suggestions, ideas:
RETURN TO MS STURGESS – Indication of interest and/or permission to participate

FOR _________________________ student’s name
I/we give permission for the above-named student to:

1. Participate in the International Video-Conference at Wananga a Awanuiarangi in Whakatane on June 24th. Leave school at 2.15pm and return by 5.00pm.   


YES _____
NO _____

2. Participate in the Junior Model UN Debate in Tauranga on Saturday 21st August (van will leave from and return to Edgecumbe College – an all-day activity but times have not yet been confirmed by the organisers)

YES _____
NO _____
3. Attempt the Level 1 Achievement Standard 90219


YES _____
NO _____

4. Participate in the Scholars’ Café initiative




YES _____
NO _____
Parent/Caregiver’s signature: ______________________________

Contact phone number: ___________________________________

Any health issues or concerns: 

 

Any questions, suggestions, ideas

RETURN TO MS STURGESS – Indication of interest and/or permission to participate

FOR _________________________ student’s name
I/we give permission for the above-named student to:

5. Participate in the International Video-Conference at Wananga a Awanuiarangi in Whakatane on June 24th. Leave school at 2.15pm and return by 5.00pm.   


YES _____
NO _____

6. Participate in the Junior Model UN Debate in Tauranga on Saturday 21st August (van will leave from and return to Edgecumbe College – an all-day activity but times have not yet been confirmed by the organisers)

YES _____
NO _____
7. Attempt the Level 1 Achievement Standard 90219


YES _____
NO _____

8. Participate in the Scholars’ Café initiative




YES _____
NO _____
Parent/Caregiver’s signature: ______________________________

Contact phone number: ___________________________________

Any health issues or concerns: 

 

Any questions, suggestions, ideas

